The CA S E between © 


ENRY POWLE Eſq; and Sir ROBERT ATKINS lun. 
Concerning the Election of ot a Burgels for t c Burrcugh of Cirenceſter in the 
County ot Glouce3ter, 


Har after the death of the Eacl of Newbrngh (who ſerv.d as a Butgeſs in this preſent Parliamenc 
for the (agſprroveb) che perſons that food were, Henry Powle Eſq; and Thomas Maſter Eſc; 
during t of whoſe {landing together, there was a ptecept iſſued out by the high Sheriff, and 
directed Steward and Bayliff (as had alwayes been the cuſlome) to proceed to Electit u 
fa new Burgeſs on T#eſday the third day of January, which precept was read and publiſhed at the Court 
eld there on Satarday the 24. of December, lalt palt, 
That Mr, Maſter deſiſting about ſome four dayes before the Election, ſeveral perſons by the encou- 
gement and aſſiſtance of Mr, Maſter, did endeavour to ſer up Sir Robert Atkins , and it being evident that 
ey would bring it to a Poll, ſome diſcourſe there was of haviog it taken at the Boothall, becauſe che room 
ere the Court was conſtantly kept was not proper for ſuch a pvrpoſe , but no appoirtment ever made as 
as Mr, Powle knows; And on the day of Election Mr. Maſter and his brother , and Mr, Giles King 
ho undet took the management of dit Robert Atkins aftairs, came fift into the Matket place with their 
ty, and immediately after went to the Boothal and there placed themſelves about the ſeats and ta- 
les , leaving no room for Mr, Powle's patty to come in, notice whereof being given to Mr, Powle he 
x with the Steward and Bayliff to the Court houſe, where free admiſſion being given to all perſons the 
precept was read, and the Poll beirg demanded . Mr, Powle did deſite that they would not adjourn to 
the Boot hal, which was wholly poſſeſt by Sir Robert Atkins party, with an intention as he conceived of 
keeping out his voyces but to ſome other indifterent place within the Buriough, leaving the choice of 
the place to their diſcretion, upon which, they by the advice of the ableſſ petſons there preſent did adjourn 
into ap open bowling-greenin the middle of the Buttough, and a meſlerger immediately was ſentto defire 
Sir Robert Atkins party to repair thither, 

That the Steward and Bayliff coming there, cauſed the door to be ſet open, and all perſons admitted, 
ind the firſt perſon who preſented himſelf to the Poll was Mr, Maſter, and gave his Voice for Sir Rebert At- 
bins, who being excepted againſt by Mr. Powle as dwelling in the Abby, which is no part of the Burtough, 
and ſome queſtion growing thereupon , it was agreed by general conſent that all perſons that were excep- 
ted againſt by either fide , ſhould have Qyætes ſer upon their names, and that aſtet che concluſion of the Poll 
the Steward and the Bayliff, with the aſſiſtance of ſome experienced perſons to be choſen bye: -- fide, 
ſhould ſtrike out ſuch of them as were fovnd not to ba duly qualified to give voices, at which time there was 
alſo for the better expedition of the buſineſs a method agreed upon in what manner the Poll ſhould be taken. 

That the Poll proceeding according tothe ſaid method without ary interruption ,there wete taken in ſome 
four hours time the names of about 5 80. perſons, and then fic Robert Arkizs party find ing they had no more 
to come in, deſited the Poll might be concluded, which was aſſe ted to by Mr, Powle. and after ie ſolemn 
Proclamations , with above half an houts diſtance of time from the firſt to the laſt, the Poll was cloſed up 


by the Steward and Bayliff, and a ſufficient petſon tendting his voyce for Mr. Powle, refuſed for that reaſon, 
and the Court was adjourned till after dinner to caſt up the number of voyces and examine the Quzres, and 
accordingly declare the Election. * 


That the Court meeting at the time, by reaſop of the great noiſe and diſturbanceraiſed on purpoſe as Mr. 
Pople be leives, to hinder him from being declared Burgeſs that evening, the Steward and Bayliff were con- 
Rirained to adjourn without doing any thing till the next morning, at which time Mr. MaFers brother demar- 
ded the continuance of the Poll, (not withſtand ing chat it had been formerly concluded) which Mr. Powle 
ptoteſſed againſt as unteaſonable although he had many more voyces at that time ready to be Polled, then 
could have — produced onthe other ſide, upon which Mt. Maſters brother with ſeveral others of his party 


departed the Court, yet the Steward and Bayliff did not proceed to declate Mr, Powle until they had ſept for 
three of the Overſeers of the Poor, who had given their voy ces for fir Robert Athins, who with three others 
choſen by Mr. 


ght determine the legality of ſuch voyces as were under diſpute , but finding upon 
examination th le had the greater number of voyces , and that more were to be ſtruck out of (ir 
Robert Atkins ſi out of Mr, Powles, they then declated him Burgeſs as in right they ought. 

That Mr. Cox tf&Bayliff is a perſon of known reputation add ability, and Mr. Shepherd the Steward is 
likewiſe Ste ward of all fir Sobert Ani Courts, and one imployed and intruſted in moſt of his affairs; and 


that neither of them did at any time ſhew avy partiality on Mr. Pow!rs fide , nor did Mr. Powle ever de- 
mand any more of them then to do him juſtice, 


